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23rd World Scout Jamboree             

Kirara-hama, Yamaguchi City           

Japan

28th July to 8th August 2015     
World Scout Jamboree- It’s Time To Apply!!!

Calling Scouts, Explorers and Young Leaders

Is your date of birth between 29 July 1997 and 28 July 2001?
What’s the fuss about? 

A World Scout Jamboree happens once every four years and this is your one chance to attend as a young person. Lonsdale District has secured four places to send four young people to the largest event in Scouting. 

So?

A World Scout Jamboree is an immense event involving many thousands of Scouts from all corners of the globe. Anyone who has been to a previous World Jamboree will tell you what a wonderful event it is — the pinnacle of their scouting life, friends made from many different countries and the profound effect it has on their future life. 
And! 

The next one is in Japan, so there is a chance to travel and experience an entirely different culture. Plus you get to share this with a bunch of people who will be your friends well before the time you head off to the plane - the West Lancashire WSJ2015 Unit.

Why now?

Applications to join the unit are open from now until 7th February 2014. This will enable us to select the Lonsdale unit members and then get on with our fundraising tasks.

How can I find out more?

The first step is to look at the Jamboree 2015 web site www.23wsj.jp where you can get more details, and visit the web site of the last Jamboree in Sweden in 2011 www.worldscoutjamboree.se . Talk to others who have attended previous Jamborees & ask questions. 

The cost for the Jamboree is £2995 of which a 1/3rd is paid by District and a 1/3rd is paid by County. For the final 1/3rd you will be expected to undertake fundraising. Lonsdale District are committed to ensuring that no young person would miss-out on grounds of financial hardship. We are asking you to apply now, so we can get the Lonsdale part of the West Lancashire Unit together and give us all the most time for our fundraising. Don’t worry though, applying now keeps your options open, and on the weekend of the 15/16th March there will be plenty of opportunities to ask any questions. 

I want to apply, what do I do?
An application form is available on www.lonsdalescouts.org.uk . Follow the instructions, complete it and pass it to your District Jamboree Co-Ordinator before Friday 7th February.  

We hope to do all this electronically but if you do not have access to e-mail please ask your Leader to download a copy from the website. Access to e-mail would make things easier for you later on if you are selected.

The timetable for selection is as follows:

February 7th.  Deadline for applications to District Jamboree Co-Ordinator

March 15th – 16th. Selection weekend at Silverhelme Campsite.  Keep it free!!!

Once we have received your applications, we will divide you into patrols for the selection weekend. During early March we will let you know who your patrol members are with their contact details and instructions/forms for the weekend. There will be a list of kit you will need to bring, personal stuff such as a tent, sleeping bag etc, but also some team stuff such as a cooking shelter, cookers, pans etc. You WILL have to contact each other to decide who brings what.  And make sure you know how to use anything you bring!

The weekend will start on Saturday morning and finish on the Sunday afternoon. During the weekend you will have to cook for yourselves, you will have various bases to visit, various tasks to do and you will have an informal interview. Be yourself, we want to hear about you, not what you think we want to hear. You will be judged over the whole weekend, even when you think we might not be watching!!

And we do appreciate a 12 year old may not be as good as a 15 yr old at some skills. Attitude and effort are more important! It will take a few days or so after the event to announce the successful 4.

The last bits
If you apply and are selected then you must bear in mind that you are signing up to two years commitment to the Jamboree. Other hobbies may have to take a back seat. Some people who do not make the first 4 will be earmarked as reserves. Some people may drop out, for many reasons. Be aware that if you drop out, anything you have raised will be allocated to your replacement.

Good luck to each and every one of you!!!
Carolyn Blyth

District Co-ordinator, Lonsdale District, WSJ2015  

[image: image2.jpg]